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is getting worse
and worse, Rach-

"THE SITUATION
OF THE WORLD mana Litzlan",
the Rebbe MHM

Shlit"a suddenly said, in the middle of a
Farbrengen on Shabbos Bechukosai, 19 Iyar
5741. The startled Chassidim listened atten-
tively as the Rebbe MHM Shlit"a continued
“In the past, if someone wanted to cause a
great amount of damage, he didn’t have any
way of doing so on his own. He would first
need to gather a large army, put together a
plan, and choose a leader.”

“Today however,” the Rebbe MHM
Shlit"a continued, “things are happening in
the world that were previously unthought of.
Human beings, leaders of countries, act in
such a wild way; it is only with Hashem’s
help that the world is continuing to exist.

“With one press of a button, these peo-
ple can destroy the entire world, Rachmana
Litzlan! One meshugene, sitting on a throne
in Africa, or even just a regular person, can
sneak away to where the “button” is, press
it, and bring destruction to not just his own
house, but the entire world! It is a miracle
that this hasn’t happened until now.”

With this Sicha, the Mivtza which the
Rebbe MHM Shlit"a had announced only a
bit more than a month earlier on Yud-Alef
Nissan, Mivtza Ois Besefer Torah, moved
into high gear. The Rebbe MHM Shlit"a
quoted the Posuk “all of you that are written
in the Sefer will be saved”, explaining that

the koach of Torah can save the world from
its dangerous situation.

The Rebbe MHM Shlit"a requested from
the Chassidim to put themselves into this
campaign with even more energy during the
period between Lag B'omer and Shavuos of
that year, to sign kids up for the Kids Sefer
Torah.

*

The Chassidim left the Farbrengen con-
fused but energized. Everyone understood
the message the Rebbe MHM Shlit"a was
saying. The clock is ticking and we must do
everything we can for this urgent mission.
If that wasn’t enough, during the Farbren-
gen of Shabbos Parshas Naso, 4 Sivan, the
Rebbe MHM Shlit"a announced that all the
Chassidim should drop what they are doing,
and spend the whole next day, Erev Yom
Tov(!), to sign kids up for the Sefer Torah.
The Rebbe MHM Shlit"a requested that a list
should be made of all the kids that signed up
before Shavuos and be sent in to him.

It is easy to imagine what the Chassi-
dim were busy with that Sunday, Erev Yom
Tov. No, not preparing cheesecakes. From
the early hours of the morning until right
before Yom Tov started, all the Chassidim
were busy running around the streets, racing
against the clock, signing kids up for the
Sefer Torah. They were trying to get enough
kids to sign up, so they can give the Rebbe
MHM Shlit"a a list they would be proud of.
In the afternoon, when Yom Tov was starting
in Eretz Yisroel, the Rebbe MHM Shlit"a

started receiving the detailed lists of how
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After Yom Tov we found out, that on
that night, 4 Israeli planes had flown
out on a secret mission, to blow up the

Bl nuclear reactor in Iraq, that would have

been used to make nuclear bombs, Chas
V’Shalom. The mission was a major
success, with many miracles happen-
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ing along the way. To the Chassidim it was
clear, that the urgent call of action of the
Rebbe MHM Shlit"a from before Yom Tov
was connected to this dangerous mission.
Saddam Hussein, a truly crazy man, could
have, had he been able to finish making the
bombs, destroyed the world with one press
of a button, Rachmana Litzlan!

%

This amazing chain of events can give
us an idea of who the world was dealing
with a mere decade later — during the gulf
war. An enemy that represented the klipa
of Sancheriv, who openly cursed and made
fun of Hashem, a person with tremendous
powers, both physically and spiritually (from
tumah), who was threatening to destroy the
world.

Us as Chassidim were strengthened with
the knowledge that Hashem is running the
show, behind all the events, causing a war
between the greatest countries in the world,
all for us, so that the Yidden should recog-
nize their Navi, and listen to his Besuras
Hageulah

*

Already before the year of 5750 - 1"wn'n
started, the Rebbe MHM Shlit"a had already
told us that the letters of the year stand for
2°0°1 NIw Rin 7, it will be a year of mira-
cles. These miracles were clear for all to see
with the fall of communism, allowing thou-
sands of Yidden that were previously stuck
in Russia to finally be able to leave to Eretz
Yisroel, and be able to practice Yiddishkeit

openly. However, as the year was coming
to a close, it became obvious that the real
miracle was yet to happen. Something drastic
and world-changing was about to occur.

Already in the month of Iyar 5750, the
Rebbe MHM Shlit"a told us what the Roshei
Teivos of the coming year, 5751 - X"win'7,
would be: MX?51 1IRIN NIW RN 7, a year in
which I will show you wonders. This Lashon
is taken from a Possuk that says “just as
when [ took you out of Mitzrayim, (so too
by the Geulah) I will show you wonders” de-
scribing the amazing miracles and wonders
that will occur by the Geulah.

“For the first time during the Nesius”
scream the Yomanim, the Rebbe MHM
Shlit"a traveled to the Ohel on Rosh Cho-
desh Menachem-Av 5750, as opposed to the
Rebbe MHM Shlit"as holy custom not to go
to the Ohel on Rosh Chodesh. No one knows
why, but all understood that something was
happening. Only time would tell.

It didn’t take much time, and we got our
explanation. On 11 Menachem-Av, the radios
announced dramatically, that the Iraqi army
had invaded its oil-rich neighboring country
of Kuwait. With no warning, Iraqi forces
moved into Kuwait in a surprise attack, and
within a short time, had taken over the whole
country.

Kuwait was a small Arab country that
was right next to Iraq. For many years the
two countries didn’t get along at all, with
Iraq considering Kuwait to be a part of their
country, and refused to recognize it as its




own country. The fact that Kuwait had a lot
of natural oil, making it a very rich country,
didn’t help matters in the least.

Iraq had just finished a war with Iran,
in which it suffered terribly. So, Saddam
Hussein of course decided the best course
of action was to start a new war, with his
other neighbor, Kuwait. About a month be-
fore, Iraq started threatening to attack Ku-
wait, and tensions grew. On Rosh Chodesh
Menachem-Av, the CIA reported that Iraq
had moved 30,000 troops to the border with
Kuwait. Finally, on 11 Menachem-Av, Iraq
attacked! The attack started by using planes
to bomb the country, mainly its capital - Ku-
wait City, and then moved on to the ground,
where Iraqi forces moved into the country,
quickly conquering important and strategic
parts of the country. Within a few days, Iraq
had completely taken over the country.

This attack left the entire western world
shocked. The world leaders realized that
Saddam’s craziness knew no limits or bound-
aries at all. He needed to be stopped quickly.

“The entire world is in danger,” remarked
one of the world leaders at the time, echoing
everyone’s feelings. At the security council
in the UN, experts explained in vivid colors
the scary future of the entire middle east, if
Iraq was not stopped.

As the stock market dropped around
the world, and the price of oil skyrocket-
ed, Saddam was already making his inten-
tion clear. Take over Saudi Arabia, his new
neighbor and from there, Eretz Yisroel, Chas
V’Shalom!

Not only the middle east, but also the en-
tire western world trembled at the thought.
If Iraq were to take over Saudi Arabia, an-
other oil-rich country, the vast majority of
the world's oil would be in the hands of the
tyrant Saddam.

The king of Saudi asked the USA for mil-
itary help, but world leaders were not sure
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what to do. Every child knows that the mid-
dle east is a ticking time bomb, and America
going to war with Iraq would quickly turn
into a world war, which nobody had any in-
terest in starting.

American citizens in Iraq were taken cap-
tive, with worries that they would be trans-
ferred to the frontlines, to deter American
intervention.

In a sadistic twist, Saddam announced
that he was making Eretz Yisroel, with its
millions of innocent citizens, his bargaining
chip. If Iraq was attacked, he in turn would
attack Eretz Yisroel with Scud missiles,
which can contain all sorts of unconvention-
al warfare (dangerous gasses and the like).
The threat of an all-out chemical war was
very real.

*

Saddam was already known to the world
as a cruel leader, who ruled his country with
an iron fist, showing no mercy. Everyone
knew that there was no limit to his mad-
ness. If he were to get hold of this amount of
power, the entire world would be in danger.
Therefore, the President of America, George
Bush, announced that he was launching “Op-
eration Desert Storm”, to prevent Iraq from
invading Saudi Arabia.

At the same time, the UN announced
several resolutions, their purpose being, to
remove the Iraqi forces from Kuwait, and
re-establish its previous borders. This includ-
ed various sanctions (business Cherems),
as well as a blockade on the waters leading
to Iraq.

Military commenters and security experts
appeared frequently in the news, giving their
estimates on how the war will go. They all
predicted a global impact, with the effect
spreading out well beyond the Persian Gulf.
All the news networks were reporting on
the developments, which further raised the
confusion and uncertainty for the future.



On 16 Tammuz, “Operation Desert Storm”
started, which was a great display of interna-
tional force. 700 planes and 400 ships started
transferring hundreds of thousands of troops
and millions of tons of equipment, towards
the Persian Gulf.

To show a proper opposition to Iraq,
America established a coalition of 34 na-
tions from around the world. Most sent mil-
itary aid for the planned war, while others
helped out financially. This created a scary
phenomenon, in which most of the countries
of the world would be involved in the war
that was expected to break out, something
which hadn’t happened in a long time.

The term “World War” was inevitable.
Everyone understood that as bad as the
Second World War was, it would be noth-
ing compared to a similar war breaking out
45 years later when the weapons that have
been developed since then were capable of
so much more damage.

*

Iraq’s dictator Saddam Hussein was
known as a rabid anti-Semite. Also, as we
said earlier, it was less than 10 years from
when Eretz Yisroel had destroyed Iraq’s nu-
clear plant. Besides for that, in the months
before, Saddam had made many threats
against Eretz Yisroel in his speeches.

Starting in the winter of 5750, Iraqi planes
have been flying into Eretz Yisroel airspace,
through Jordan, scanning and taking pic-
tures of Eretz Yisroel property. If that wasn’t
enough, American intelligence revealed that
Iraq had set up 5 Scud missile launchers,
towards Eretz Yisroel!

In the months that followed, Saddam
continued to threaten to “burn half of Eretz
Yisroel” and “free Yerushalayim speedily”.
These threats were backed up by the for-
eign minister of Iraq saying “Israel will be
involved in the conflict from the beginning”.

Eretz Yisroel sent an emergency message
to the President of America, George Bush,
that was right away published in the news-
papers “Eretz Yisroel doesn’t look kindly at
the attempts of the UN, to avoid doing their
job, of keeping the peace in the world. Iraq
has chemical and unconventional warfare
in their possession, and they can strike the
heart of Eretz Yisroel if you allow them to
carry out their threats”.

As can be expected, these threats caused
much panic and confusion. Everyone was
discussing the dangerous and complicated
situation, the upcoming war was the topic of
conversation, as the people of Eretz Yisroel
started getting ready. A public debate started
about when the best time would be to give
out the gas masks, right away, or only when




they became necessary. This itself added to
the mass hysteria.

How will we protect the children? How
will we protect the animals? Is it better to
prepare a sealed-off room in each house, or
is it better to run to the bomb shelter? At
the same time, hordes of shoppers flood-
ed stores across the country and emptied
shelves, looking to stockpile groceries and
household items to prepare for the inevitable
war (almost like corona). Canned foods, bot-
tled water, plastic wrap, and tape (to seal off
windows) were quickly sold out, and there
was a worry of a nationwide shortage of ba-
sic supplies. Many people were stockpiling
food in their homes, as a precaution for what
was to come.

A glimpse of the situation can be seen
from the following episode that was shown
on TV: a man was seen coming out of a local
supermarket pushing a shopping cart full to
the brim, with enough supplies to last for
months to come. In response to the reporter’s
question of how he had the money to buy all
this, he replied simply “the world is anyways
coming to an end, what do I need to worry
about the check bouncing?”

%

The biggest fear of all, more than any-
thing else, was the chemical gasses. It was
no secret that Iraq had chemical weapons and
would not hesitate to use it. One of the main
ways that Iraq won over Iran in the war a
few years earlier, as well as winning over the
Kurdish rebellion against Iraq, was their use
of these weapons. On Saddam's command,
bombs and missiles with gas were shot at
the soldiers, and planes sprayed gas over
entire areas. Tens of thousands of people
were killed this way.

The international media started showing
graphic pictures of Kurdi and Irani soldiers,
after having been exposed to the gas attacks
from Iraq. Reports of biological weapons
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from Iraq started leaking out to the media as
well. These weapons are based on bacteria
and toxins from animals and even plants, and
were worse than chemical weapons. Unlike
chemicals that are swept away with the wind
after a few hours, the bacteria and toxins
stay on the surface they land on for years.
Gas masks won't help against it (besides,
as we know, you can’t go around wearing
a mask for years), and a small amount can
contaminate a large area.

The uncertainty was making people crazy.
No one knew what the evil dictators’ real
plans were, and whether or not he would
use chemical warfare. No one was able to
properly analyze the mind of this insane per-
son, to predict what he might do. No one
had answers. Doubt and uncertainty gripped
everyone.

*

And then, as the whole world was in the
midst of panic of what was to come, there
was one clear voice, calming and encourag-
ing. The voice of the Nasi Hador, the Rebbe
MHM Shlit"a, who sent messages of hope,
faith, and encouragement to the Yidden of
Eretz Yisroel.

The first message on the topic came during
the visit of Mr. Eli Kulas, an Israeli politician
in charge of security for Eretz Yisroel, to the
Rebbe MHM Shlit"a on 14 Menachem-Av,
only days after Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.
He asked a Bracha for the Yidden in Eretz
Yisroel, and the Rebbe MHM Shlit"a replied:

7207 IRY ,7"2pA2 PRV 50T 0°OK
NIX>I2 M2 17 21 . 1PM2722 N 7Y A" apn
NI WOHIT NI TINAY ,MVPY 11972

(Free translation: They need to add in
Bitachon in Hashem, and then Hashem will
add even more in his Brachos. And they will
be healthy Brachos, and calm Brachos, with
peace of mind and body.)

To be continued...



Continuation from page 23

This was how B’nei Yisroel did not
pass this hard test, which resulted in
Hashem saying,"0m2a *58 0" °% amia
0?oKY" — Leave Me and let Me destroy
them. Only after the tefillos of Moshe
who was a faithful servant were they
eventually forgiven, and after an 80-day
delay, they built the Mishkan and had the
Shechina rest amongst them.

What was their mistake? Their mistake
was that they did not understand that
when Moshe Rabeinu says that he will
return, it is unthinkable that anything else
should take place! And if it looks like
this is what happened? This is nothing
more than an illusion, a maaseh Satan,
and the truth is that this completely never
happened, nothing happened and Moshe
was physically alive, and very soon he
would return to them as he assured.

Dear brothers, don't let us fall for this
again! It has to be clear to every single
Chossid that this event that people are
speaking about, did not at all happen chas
vesholom!

This did not happen, for the simple
reason that it cannot happen, and some-
thing that cannot happen will not happen.
Why can’t it happen? X X7 1°R'D 271K 51
aMN 2R IR ,'(317}711 VT ANNR AWUWIAVINIR
TR ,NRKR PR MT7°00 27N 1IN ,0°AWT 12 K
°27 YT 2N IR 22 R R °27 VT 2R
¥TYY Y ORN 0N (Because if there is a
G-d in the world, and if Torah is from
heaven, and if Chassidus is true, and if
the Rabbe is a Rabbe, and if the Rabbe
knows what he speaks), it cannot happen.
End of story!

We heard from the Rebbe Shlita that
Geula is coming in our generation, Dor

Hashvii, through the Nosi of Dor Hash-
vii, and that we were already yotze the
inyan of "2wn 15y X1 70K 19v" through
"7°70 3% 790 won", and now we are
approaching Geula and eternal life, and
after —and only after the Geulah will start
a new generation!

It is clear as day to everyone, accord-
ing to all that we saw and learned from
the Rebbe Shlita throughout the years,
that it is not possible for the world to
maintain its existence even for a moment
without a Rebbe who will be physically
present in it.

This that it seems that we have seen a
certain sight — clearly this is only an illu-
sion, an "7"X2 NA71O Oy NPAR" which
has absolutely no connection with the
true reality of the world in any sense of
the word. There is no need to be or»nn
to it, or to act upon it, in any way!

Who knows if the hisgalus was meant
to already be yesterday, just like the
Mishkan was ready to be built then im-
mediately if not for the fact that they
then served the golden calf, but because
many of us did not pass this test, and
we behaved according to the illusion in
many aspects, thereby serving the calf,
the higalus did not take place in its des-
ignated time!

We are only here to follow the Rebbe
Shlita; our duty is to continue doing so,
continue davening and saying tehillim
for the Rebbe’s health, and it is certain
that the Rebbe will immediately be
healthy, and the Rebbe will lead us to
the complete and final Geula, right away!



BY RABBI SHOLOM MENDEL SIMPSON 0BM - THE REBBE'S MAZKIR

Speaking as a person
who had the privilege to be
to the Rebbe for the past 43 years,

close
since 5710 (1950), the pain is very severe.
The pain is perhaps greater than of those who
were not privileged to be so close.

We remember that dreadful night when
we were all reciting Tehilim, impatiently
waiting to hear that the doctors had
succeeded. Sorrowfully, this did not happen.
In the subsequent days and weeks, up until
the present moment, the pain has grown
immensely.

We do not have all the answers. Yet, does
this mean that we permit ourselves to fall
into the pit of despair? Do we have a right to
say that it is all over? Do we have the right
to say that 200 years of Lubavitch has come
to an end? The answer to these questions is
a resounding "No." Each and every one of
us must tell ourselves that we cannot and
dare not permit ourselves to entertain such
alien thoughts.

You must remind yourselves, your
children and your neighbors, that the
Rebbe is here. He has not and cannot leave
us; Hashem will not permit it, nor will the
Rebbe permit it. Let us seriously take this to
heart and understand it well. You may have
shared your thoughts with others during the
last couple of weeks. I had the opportunity
to speak to a group of Russian Jews from
Brighton Beach, I tried to explain things to
them, so that they might understand, feel
and know that the Rebbe is here. This idea is
based on a well known saying of our Sages
that "Moshe lo mes" (Moshe did not die).
He is here.

Who and what is Moshe Rabbeinu (our
teacher)? There is a manifestation of the soul
of Moshe in every generation. There is no
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The Pain? The Strength!

doubt that the Rebbe, the faithful shepherd,
the true leader of Israel, is the Moshe
Rabbeinu of this generation, and that he is
the one who will lead us out of Exile speedily
in our days.

"Moshe lo mes," according to some
commentaries, means that even the body of
Moshe Rabbeinu can not be put in a category
of death, G-d forbid. Moshe was chosen by
Hashem as the first leader of Israel, giver of
the Torah. The Rebbe is the Moshe of our
generation. As such, we have no reason to
despair.

A unique quality of the Rebbe is that the
Rebbe never tolerated people being sad. In
5738 (1977) when the Rebbe suffered a heart
attack, he was confined to his room. The doc-
tors cautioned the Rebbe not to come out
and farbreng ( conduct a Chasidic gathering)
with everyone, so the Rebbe delivered the
talks from his room, via a microphone. The
doctors were reluctant to allow the Rebbe to
do so, yet the Rebbe insisted, not wanting
the Chasidim to be sad or, G-d forbid, heart
broken. In order that the listening Chasidim
should not know the Rebbe's true condition,
the Rebbe exerted himself to continue
speaking an extra ten or fifteen minutes.

The Rebbe had no tolerance for depres-
sion. Many times the Rebbe remarked to me,
"Such a down attitude! Isn't it enough?" At
almost every farbrengen, there was joyous
singing. At times the Rebbe would even
encourage Chasidim to whistle in ever-
increasing liveliness. The Rebbe demands
joy. The Rebbe does not permit melancholy,
even for a moment.

If we are to act as Chasidim and fulfill the
Rebbe's will, we must never allow a feeling
of despair to overtake us, G-d forbid. It is not
over; the Rebbe is here with us right now, at



this moment. In the meantime, however, how
can we face today, tomorrow, the following
day, until the coming of Moshiach?

The Rebbe himself allowed for this
eventuality. About six or seven years ago,
the Rebbe told me to immediately begin
publishing his letters from all the years of
his leadership. At that time the Rebbe told
me to begin printing as quickly as possible.
I wondered what the urgency was to have
the letters printed. Looking back, I realize
that the Rebbe-knowing and realizing what
was going to happen-prepared us, and gave
us these special instructions. He guided us
and taught us how to find the answers to
all the difficult questions and problems that
we are encountering today. I would advise
everyone to read these letters. I guarantee
that you will get a tremendous amount of
solace and strength from them.

In one of the letters that the Rebbe sent
after the passing of the Previous Rebbe, he
wrote, "We always have to remember that
we are the Rebbe's followers, and we must
ask ourselves constantly, day in and day out,
whether the Rebbe is happy with what we
are doing, or is there more that we should do
which the Rebbe demands of us at this time."

The Rebbe writes clearly in many of
his letters after the passing of the Previous
Rebbe that the time demands an increase
in everything that has been done up to that
point.

We all believe with complete faith that the
Rebbe is Moshiach, and that the Rebbe will,
without doubt, take us out of Exile. There
is no doubt in my mind or in yours that the
Rebbe will, indeed, do so. We demand of
Hashem that the Rebbe be with us here,
and fulfill what he promised us, "Hinei
zeh Moshiach ba" (Behold, here comes
Moshiach).

On the 218t of Cheshvan 5738, the Rebbe
distributed a booklet containing the Chasidic

discourse, "Heicholtzu." The booklet very
clearly teaches us that the klipah (evil) of
Midyan, a nation against whom Moshe was
commanded to battle, is the baseless hatred
which we find from time to time between
one Jew and another Jew. One of the reasons
for the destruction of the Holy Temple was
baseless hatred; unfortunately, this plague
has afflicted the Jewish people for the past
1,900 years since the destruction of the
Holy Temple. We, today, must assume the
responsibility of doing away with baseless
hatred, not only amongst ourselves, but
amongst the entire Jewish people. In his last
talks, the Rebbe pleaded with us to replace
baseless hatred with unconditional love.

The Rebbe is the epitome of love for every
single Jew. Because of his indescribable
ahavas Yisrael (love of a fellow Jew) he
put his personal life to the side, like Moshe
Rabbeinu who was ready and willing to have
his name removed from the Torah if Hashem
did not forgive the Jewish people. This was
true self sacrifice, and this is just what the
Rebbe demands from us.

True ahavas Yisrael between one Jew and
another, between one Chasid and another,
means that we are concerned for another
individual, that we join him both in joy and
in sorrow. True Ahavas Yisrael means that
we know that we are one body, one soul, and
that each part cares for the other and feels
the others pain.

The Rebbe will fulfill what he told us,
and very soon, with our own eyes, we will
see our Rebbe together with us, a soul in
a body. As he wrote in one of his letters
about the Previous Rebbe: "The Rebbe
will take everyone by the hand personally,
and lead us out of Exile." Then, indeed,
we will see that all the difficult moments
that we lived through were only a test for
us to overcome, and our reward will be the
complete Redemption, speedily in our days.
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